THE BATTLE OF THE PLATE
an address broadcast
december 18, 1939
December 12.   Russia rejects the League of Nations' offer of mediation
in the Finnish war
December 13.   The German pocket battleship Graf Spec engaged in the
South Atlantic by H.M.S* Exeter, Ajax and Achilles,
and driven into the River Plate.
December 15.   The Graf Spee refuels and begins repairs.
The Finns wreck and abandon the nickel mines at
Salmijarvi.
December 17.   The Graf Spee is scuttled outside Montevideo.
[December 18, 1939.
T
HE news which has come from Montevideo has been received
with thankfulness in our island, and with unconcealed satisfac-
tion throughout the greater part of the world. The pocket battleship
Graf Spee> which has for many weeks been preying upon the trade of
the South Atlantic, has met her doom, and throughout a vast
expanse of water peaceful shipping of all nations may, for a spell
at least, enjoy the freedom of the seas.
The end of the raider came in the form most serviceable to those
who have taken up arms in accordance with the Covenant of the
League, and to all adherents of the cause of law and freedom in
every land. The German pocket battleship, in spite of her far
heavier metal and commanding range, was driven to take refuge
in a neutral harbour by the three British cruisers whose names
are on every lip. Once in harbour she had the choice of submitting
in the ordinary manner to internment, which would have been
unfortunate for her, or of coming out to fight and going down in
battle, like the Rawalpindi^ which would have been honourable
to her. She discovered a third alternative. She came out, not
to fight, but to sink herself in the fairway of a neutral State from
whom she had received such shelter and succour as international
law prescribes. At that time the pocket battleship Graf Spee knew

